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FINANCE DIRECTOR PEGGY MINTER 
 

 
  
Oregon Local Budget Law requires each local governmental unit to prepare and adopt an annual balanced 
budget. A budget is a financial plan containing estimates of revenues and expenditures by fund for a 
single fiscal year.  A Budget Committee, comprised of the five City Council members and five citizen 
volunteers of the City, reviews and approves the proposed budget and the tax rate or levy. The City 
Council may make certain adjustments to the approved budget before adoption in June. 
 

Here are some quick facts about the Wood Village budget: 
 

• Our major income is from property taxes, which has dropped during the past two years. 
 Property tax revenue in 2013-14 is expected to be $725,000 
 Public Safety (Police, Fire, & 911) will cost $853,924 this year 

 

• Wood Village is proud to acknowledge that 
we have the second lowest incorporated city 
property tax rate in the Portland metro area: 

 

• The City of Wood Village has absolutely no 
outstanding debt, so we can use our resources 
for current expenses rather than paying 
principal and interest on prior purchases.  
(Think of this as credit card debt: Wood 
Village has no monthly payments for credit 
card debt).  
 

• Our budget has been planned to utilize only 
current revenues for current expenditures 
during the year.  Differing from the Federal 
Government, the City of Wood Village does not engage in deficit spending; local cities by law are 
not allowed to overspend their budget.  
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    Adopted Proposed  

    Budget Budget Percent 

Funds FY 2012-13 FY 2013-14 Change 

       

General Fund   $4,369,969 $4,363,404 
 

(0.1%) 

Street Fund   581,791 618,000 6% 

Water Fund   1,365,245 1,487,050 9% 

Sewer Fund   1,253,604 1,121,000 (11%) 

       

  Total Proposed Expenditures  $7,570,609 $7,589,454 0.25% 

• Increases in employee health insurance costs are split between the City and the employees. 
 
The budget is comprised of four funds.  Below are the current year (12-13) and upcoming year (13-14) 
expenditures by fund, along with the percentage change.  Funds are strictly limited: they cannot go over 
budget and money earned or budgeted in one fund cannot be moved to another fund. (i.e. Water user fees 
can only be used to pay for water fund expenses). 

 

 

 
The General Fund, as the major operating 
fund for the City, includes such organizational 
units as general government, administration, 
parks, and public works management.  The 
general government unit is comprised of city 
council activities and the administration unit 
includes executive, city recorder, finance, 
public safety contracts, building permit, land 
use planning and zoning, and economic 
development services. 
 
 

 
The Street Fund expenditures increased this 
year due to additional street maintenance (slurry 
seals) on City streets.  The Water Fund 
expenditures went up this year due to planned 
painting maintenance of the Cherry Park Water 
Tanks. 
 
The proposed budget for the General Fund is 
supported by a variety of revenue sources with 
the most significant receipts coming from 
property taxes estimated at $725,000 and motel 
taxes estimated at $109,000.  
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ARATA ROAD 
 
Arata Road from 238th to 223rd received funding in 2011-2012.  The design work on the road is nearing 
completion.  Multnomah County engineering representatives have come to the City to change the 
proposed design for the roadway.  This layout design, known as the template, identifies generally how the 
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space in the right of way will be used by travel lanes, sidewalks, bicycle lanes, planter strips, and other 
features of the road.  The plan for the roadway called for the following: 

 
As revised, the Arata Road template will have the following features: 
 

1. Two 12’ travel lanes 
2. Curb and Gutter 
3. One 4’ Planter Strip on one side and no planter strip in the segment where sidewalk is 

currently installed in each direction from Wood Village Blvd. 
4. One 5’ sidewalk on the South side of the roadway 
5. One 5’ Water Quality planter in the north side 
6. One 10’ combined bike and pedestrian sidewalk on the North side 

 
 This template will look like this: 

 
The change will eliminate the bicycle lanes that had been planned on the road, and substitute a combined 
pedestrian/bicycle facility on the north side of the roadway.  The City Council and Planning Commission 
have reviewed this proposal, and both are delighted with the change in the design and the additional safety 
it will provide on Arata Road. 
 
Construction of the roadway will be in construction season 2014.  Hopefully, the funding available will be 

sufficient to construct the entire distance from 238th to 223rd.  As the dates for construction get closer, we 

will provide additional information in future newsletters, and on our City web page.  
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SEE THROUGH THE EYES OF A 

MULTNOMAH COUNTY DEPUTY 
 
Registration is open for the 9th Annual Citizen’s 
Police Academy.  This free 12 week program 
takes place every Wednesday from 7-9pm at the 
Wood Village City Hall beginning September 
4th.  Registration is limited, and you must be 18 
years or older to apply.  Please note this is an 
information program only.  You do not receive 
any certification or credits to become a law 
enforcement or public safety officer.  Please see 
our website or stop by City Hall for more 
information and to fill out an application.   
 

LOVE TO GARDEN? 

 
Have tricks and tips on how to grow great fruits, 
flowers and vegetables?  Absolutely clueless 
about gardening, but want to learn more? 
If you answered yes to any of these questions the 
Wood Village Garden Club may be for you.  
This group of local residents and gardeners 
meets every third Thursday from 7-8pm at the 
Tree Hill Condominium Recreation Center on 
238th Drive (just before you reach the hill).  The 
club is open to everyone, and local resident 
Charlotte Harden runs the program.  She can be 
reached at scooter1066@hotmail.com if you 

have questions about the 
club.  On a related note, 
the Wood Village 
Community Garden still 
has a few remaining 
plots available.  The 10’ 
x 10’ plots rent for $20 a 
season which runs 
through October.  Stop 
by City Hall or view 

our webpage for more 
information about the Community Garden.  Let’s 
Get Growing! 
 

COMMUNITY SPIRIT! 
 
As you have probably noticed, there are new 
banners hanging around the City.  The banners 

were designed by Reynolds High School 
students Christina Mckvold and Carlos Barrios-
Mata as part of the City’s banner design contest.  
Jim Mott, at Advanced Metal and Wire in Wood 
Village helped design and fabricate the necessary 
brackets for the banners.  To top it all off,  
   Comcast Cable generously  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
donated  
their time and equipment to install the banners 
and brackets.  This project is a great example of 
the good things that can happen when the 
community comes together.  Our hope is that 
these banners will not only help visitors 
recognize that they are in our great town, but 
grow our own Community Spirit.  A big thank 
you to all those involved, and look for additional 
banners in the upcoming year! 
 

WOOD VILLAGE 

URBAN RENEWAL DIRECTOR  
 
Steve Morasch, the Chief Financial Officer for 
Pressure Safe, LLC, a food processing industry 
located in Wood Village has accepted an 
appointment to the board of directors for the 
Wood Village Urban Renewal Agency.  Steve 
also serves as the CFO for Morasch Meats, a 
well-known Portland area producer of quality 
meat products.   
 
New Director Morasch brings a degree in 
business administration, CPA licensing and a 
wealth private sector experience along with 
service on non-profit boards.  He will be a great 
asset to Wood Village and to the Agency. 
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Public Works Director Mark Gunter 

 

Through a Regional Disaster Preparedness Organization grant, I was able to attend the National 

Homeland Security Conference (NHSC) held in Los Angeles, California.  This Conference is the annual 

meeting of local Homeland Security and emergency management professionals from the Nation’s largest 

metropolitan areas. It has become the best attended and most highly anticipated homeland security and 

emergency management conference of the year as it focuses on all emergency response disciplines across 

all levels of government. There were over 160 speakers from various agencies and countries and nearly 75 

different seminars during NHSC 2013. The educational piece of the Conference covered a wide range of 

important homeland security issues across every discipline, including Law Enforcement, Fire Service, 

Emergency Management, and Health.  In addition the conference included a number of educational tours 

of the Los Angeles region’s homeland security assets such as the Los Angeles International Airport, 

Emergency Operations Center, and the Joint Regional Intelligence Center. 
 

I would have to say that the ultimate highlight was the emotionally charged reception held on the historic 

USS Iowa Battleship on the eve of the 69th anniversary of D-Day. This event was very special given the 

history of this battleship and the background of the conference attendees.  We stood on the deck of that 

great Battleship where Heroes of our nation have served and even given their all.  It was a great 

opportunity to honor them, as well as all those who have served our nation, and those who continue to 

serve.  
 

Trying to summarize the take-a-ways from this conference in a 

paragraph isn’t easy, but here’s my attempt. The speakers 

were dynamic, the knowledge base was immense, and the 

depth and breadth of emergency situations discussed was 

overwhelming. Throughout the conference, many of the 

same themes prevailed. In an emergency, training, 

staying calm under pressure and working cooperatively 

makes the difference.  Through training and collaboration 

everyone involved is better prepared in all aspects, both 

intellectually and physically, to deal with the emergency at hand.  
 

Don’t just prepare yourself, help those around you prepare! 
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The City of Wood Village has warning signage in place to 

alert drivers to the presence of children in various 

neighborhoods, specifically we have the following:     

 

 “Children” (@ 231st Ct.); 

 “Slow Children” (in the Lower Village) 2 signs; 

 “Watch Out For Children (@ Walnut); 

 “Children at Play” (235th) and one other location; 

 “Watch Children” (@ 239th) 

 

  

Every sign you see on a public right of way is known as a traffic control device.  Traffic control devices 

installed on all roads and highways within the State of Oregon are required to conform to the Manual on 

Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), published by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

as that manual is modified by specific provisions in Oregon.  All state highways and public roadways 

under the jurisdiction of cities and counties within the State of Oregon are required to comply by Oregon 

Revised Statute (ORS 810.200) and Oregon Administrative Rule (OAR 734-020-0005).  

 

The 2009 edition of the FHWA’s (Federal Highway Administration) Manual On Uniform Traffic Control 

Devices deleted the “CHILDREN AT PLAY” sign.  This sign was replaced with the playground 

sign.  The Playground sign is used to give advance warning of a designated children’s 

playground that is located adjacent to the street.  The “CHILDREN AT PLAY” had 

been intended for usage in vicinity of areas where a large number of children would 

be present.  The MUTCD does not specifically forbid the “CHILDREN AT 

PLAY” signs; however, it is actively discouraged as an unnecessary and 

unenforceable warning sign.  The logic is that a large number of warning signs 

actually decrease the likelihood that vehicle operators will pay attention to the 

sign’s message.   

 

Children live on many, if not all, 

streets.  Some streets may have a higher concentration 

of children living and playing than other areas of the 

community at any given time.  However, child 

population changes continuously as families move 

out, others move in, or children become adults.  

 

Following the City Council discussion on this issue at the City Council meeting of May 14, 2013, the City 

Council directed a legislative policy be developed regarding "Children at Play" signs and more 

specifically, the full range of signs in Wood Village.  These signs are deemed as providing a false sense of 

security by the MUTCD, and as such are not considered proper road signs.  Wood Village crews will be 

removing all the signs that refer to Children at Play in any form, and will only place the Playground sign 

above or the Pedestrian sign below where warranted. 

                                        

Wood Village is not the only community electing to comply with the 

requirements of the Uniform Manual.  Wood Village officials contacted 

multiple counties and cities, and found most were electing to comply with 

the manual and eliminate warning signs for “Children at Play”.   

 

Wood Village crews will be removing the signs on July 25, 2013.  If you have 

concerns, or would like to talk to the City Council about this decision, they meet on 

Tuesday, July 23, 2013, at 6:00 P.M. in the City Hall, 2055 NE 238th Drive.    
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DID YOU HEAR THAT HOWL? 
 

Coyotes have been 
spotted in several 
locations in and around 
Wood Village.  There is 
no reason for panic or 
alarm as coyotes are 
generally afraid of us 
and run away once 
they’ve been spotted, 
but there is a real 
concern for the safety 
of small pets.  
 
Here are some helpful tips to help prevent your 
property and furry family members from being 
impacted by coyotes: 
 

• Secure your garbage and do not leave 
food outside.  Coyotes are great 
scavengers and can rip through garbage 
bags or unsecured garbage cans.  They 
can also smell food left out for other pets 
or wildlife.  If you have a bird feeder, 
keep the surrounding area clean.  
Leftover bird seed attracts small rodents 
which in turn attracts coyotes.   

• Keep your pets indoors at night, or put 
them in a fully secured, quality built 
outdoor pen or structure.  Cats and 
smaller dogs are especially vulnerable.   

• Keep brush and yard debris 
to a minimum.  Coyotes 
can live and take refuge in 
small brush piles or 
overgrown areas.   

• Call the non-emergency 
number 503-823-3333 if 
you see a coyote threaten 
or attack a person.  
Provide the operator of 
the location, and what 
direction the coyote went. 
 

A coyote’s territory can be anywhere between 2-

30 miles.  While there have been recent sightings 

of coyotes, that does not necessarily mean they 

are residents of the City.  Likewise, just because 

there may not be any sighting in a given period 

of time, does not mean that a coyote isn’t staying 

in the area, and care should still be 

taken when it comes to small 

pets.  Coyotes are an essential 

part of the eco system, and by 

following the tips listed above 

we can reduce the impacts to 

property and pets.   

 

DUMPSTER DAZE 
 

The Wood Village Clean Up Day 
was a huge success.  We were able to 

remove over 10 tons of bulky waste, 1.5 tons of 
scrap metal, 3 tons of yard debris and over 58 
tires!  Our reusable furniture area was also a 
great success.  We had everything from furniture 
and bikes, to new toys and almost new clothes.  
We were able to keep items from the waste 
stream while helping people from the City.   
 
This was the first year of having a drop off event, 
but help was available for elderly and disabled 
residents.  Volunteers also drove around the City 
helping residents load their items to take to the 
site.  This event would not have been possible 
without the help from our sponsors which 
included Metro, Waste Management, Wood 
Village Baptist Church, The Eagles, Frontier and 
Wal-Mart.   

 
We are looking 
forward to holding 
another drop off 
event next year, but 
remember to 
properly dispose of 
your unwanted 
items in a timely 
manner before they 
become a problem.  
The accumulation of 

solid waste is a code violation, and 
we all want to live in a clean neighborhood and 
City.  Please visit our website, or 
www.oregonmetro.gov to find a list of waste 
providers and dump sites. 
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 THE WOOD VILLAGE CRYSTAL BALL 
 

• Want to make a Water and Sewer 

Payment? 

• Need to look up a Business 

in the City? 

• Want to file a report of 

Graffiti? 

• Need to fill out a Business 

License Application? 

• Want to leave feedback on 

how we are doing? 

• Need help preparing your emergency kit? 

• Get all the latest information about 

important City meetings, events, and 

projects in one spot. 

A crystal ball is not needed, just an internet 
connection.  The City of Wood Village’s website 
is full of useful information.  From online 
payments to electronic forms the City’s webpage 

is your one stop shopping place for 
everything Wood Village.  Find out 
about important meetings, events and 
projects using the quick links on the 
right hand portion of the webpage.  
Get information about Wood Village 
businesses, codes, permits and other 
useful information using the 
navigation bar on the left hand side of 
the page. Having trouble finding 

what you are looking for?  Try our Search menu 
at the top of the page.  If it’s about Wood 
Village, it’s on the webpage.  Take a look at 
www.ci.Wood-Village.or.us.  

 

Water is a valuable resource; using it wisely will help us fill the needs of people, industries and businesses 
while also keeping fish and other aquatic life alive and well.  The average American family uses more 
than 300 gallons of water per day at home. Roughly 70 percent of this use occurs indoors. Nationally, 
outdoor water use accounts for 30 percent of household use yet can be much higher if you have more 
water-intensive landscaping. Water also plays a big role in our local communities. Without water there 
would be no local business or industry. Firefighting, municipal parks and public swimming pools all need 
lots of water. 
 
Many factors impact water availability. Higher temperatures, population growth, and economic expansion 
contribute to an increase in paved surfaces, which means more stormwater runoff and allows less water to 
be absorbed through the ground. Using water efficiently and avoiding waste is fundamental to ensuring 
water availability. 
 
Indoors 
Purchasing high-efficiency products will help you down the road to savings, but don't stop there. There 
are lots of things you can do in your own home to reduce water use and get more from less. Just follow 
our simple tips below to get started! 
 
Here, there, and everywhere: 

 Small household leaks can add up to gallons of water lost every day. 
Check your plumbing fixtures and irrigation systems routinely each 
year. 

 
Over half of all water use inside a home takes place in the bathroom: 

 Turn off the tap while shaving or brushing teeth. 
 Showers use less water than baths, as long as you keep an eye on 

how long you've been lathering up! 
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In the kitchen- whip up a batch of big water savings: 
 Plug up the sink or use a wash basin if washing dishes by hand. 
 Use a dishwasher; make sure it's fully loaded and scrape don’t rinse! 
 Keep a pitcher of drinking water in the refrigerator instead of letting the faucet run.  
 Thaw in the refrigerator overnight rather than using a running tap of hot water. 
 Add food wastes to your compost pile instead of using the garbage disposal.  

 

In the laundry room—where you can be clean AND green: 
Wash only full loads of laundry and use the appropriate water level or load size selection on the machine. 
 

Outdoors 
Of the estimated 29 billion gallons of water used daily by households in the United States, nearly 7 billion 
gallons, or 30 percent, is devoted to outdoor water use. In the hot summer months, or in dry climates, a 

household's outdoor water use can be as high as 70 percent. 
 

In the yard—be beautiful and efficient: 
 Create a water-smart landscape that is both beautiful and efficient to give your 

home the curb appeal you desire. 
 Timing is everything! Knowing when and how much to water allows you to keep 

a healthy landscape. 
 Find a certified irrigation professional to install, maintain, or audit your irrigation 

system to ensure it is watering at peak efficiency. 
 

Other outdoor uses—drop that hose and keep it covered: 
 Sweep driveways, sidewalks and steps rather than hosing off. 
 Wash the car from a bucket, or consider using a commercial car wash that recycles water. 
 Use a cover to reduce evaporation when pool is not being used. 

 

Understanding Our Own Water Use 
An easy to way to understand individual water use is to look at your water bill—not just the amount due, 
but how much water you used. Does your water use increase during certain times of the year? How does it 
compare with your neighbor? Once you understand how much you use, you can see what you can do to be  

Water Smart! 
 
For more information, check out these web sites:  Conserve H20: http://www.conserveh2o.org 

Water Use it Wisely: http://wateruseitwisely.com/100-ways-to-conserve/index.php 
METRO: http://www.oregonmetro.gov 

 

230
TH

/231
ST

 CONNECTOR 
 

During the planning and construction of the 
Coreander Subdivision, a 10’ wide walkway 
tract between the NE 230 Ct and NE 231st Ct 
cul-de-sacs was dedicated to the City for the 
purpose of providing pedestrian and bicycle 
access between NE Arata Rd and NE Halsey St.  
Though constructed at the time the subdivision 
was built, over the years the concrete began to 
break up creating a hazard and a generally 
unattractive walkway.  Also since that time, 
fences have been installed, additional parking 
lots constructed and ADA access was lacking.  

The safety and security of the growing numbers 
of both pedestrians and adjacent residents has 
been compromised.  After several community 
involvement meetings with neighbors, a plan for 
the 230th/231st connector was adopted.  The plan 
included adding lighting, ADA handicap access, 
trash cans, fencing, landscaping and a stamped 
concrete surface that will help bring safety and a 
new level of security to the neighborhood and 
the pedestrians using the walkway.   
 
In 2011 the City received a Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) for 
$66,575.00 to improve the safety and the  
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appearance of the 
City-owned 10’ 
wide pedestrian 
access tract 
between the two 
cul-de-sacs.   The 
City selected CG 
Contractors, 
LLC, to 
complete 
the project 
after a formal 
bidding process was completed.  Their bid was 
$52,560.00.  Construction on the 230th/231st 
Sidewalk Connection project has been 
completed, fulfilling one element of the City of 

Wood Village’s Transportation 
System Plan (TSP).   This plan 
recognizes the importance of 
connections between NE Arata Road 
and NE Halsey St as the basis for 
bicycle and pedestrian movement 
between residential areas and from 

those to transit facilities and 
commercial centers.   

 

We hope to create additional pedestrian 
pathways between Arata and Halsey over the 
next several years to help people get to where 
they need to go.  Look for improvements to the 
pedestrian pathway adjacent to the Ukrainian 
Bible Church in the future! 

 

 

Not long after the turn of the Century, City of Wood Village parks advocates began talking about the 
desire to have an arboretum-like component to the Donald L. Robertson Community Park.  At that time a 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) was applied for and awarded for a portion of that dream 
amounting in nearly $28,000 in landscaping, minor stream bank restoration and fairly extensive tree 

planting.  This next phase of the long-term project includes 
building on the recent wetlands enhancement project, the 
wetlands boardwalk project and the trails extension project. 
 

The arboretum project got off to a terrific start Wednesday, 
May 29th with students from Arata School and City staff 
planting the first of several phases of planting groups just south 
of the ball fields.  Among those planted that day were five 
blueberry plants, four Evergreen Huckleberry, four flowering 
Currant, four Oregon Grape, seven  Salal, with a Canada Red 

Choke Cherry,  a Red Alder, an Oregon White Oak, a Pin Oak and two 
Beaked Hazelnut keeping all the children (and staff) quite busy. 

 

The native trees and shrubs will offer a variety of colors, textures, heights and shapes as well as some 
native fruit (in time) that are a good starting point for an arboretum.  Smaller, more concentrated areas of 
shrubs and supplemental plantings will be added later to enhance and complement the trees, creating a 
more intimate micro-habitat.  A trail with natural boulders sourced from the area to provide seating will 
be added in the fall.  To insure survival of the trees, staff has installed self-watering skirts for the trees 
with a drip system to be included in the Fall planting phase. 
 

The Donald L. Robertson Community Park is the jewel of the city and the center of the City’s recreational 
activities from its playgrounds and sport fields to picnicking, hiking and walking, and to the natural 
environment of its wetlands so loved by enthusiasts who visit regularly.  Despite all this found in 21 acres 
there is ample space for a diverse and complementary number of native and cultivar tree species.  In 
keeping with the established theme, this project adds a number of groupings that not only will provide the 
botanical diversity, but greater, more enhanced habitat.  Arguably it might not be the largest or most 
comprehensive of arboretums in the Portland Metropolitan area, but it would be one of the few entirely 
sponsored and encouraged by a small city entity.  
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CITY NITE OUT  --  DETAILS INSIDE 

JULY 19TH – 5 to 9 PM 

Wood Village Baptist Church -23601 NE Arata 
 

City Services: Multnomah County Sheriff:  

Wood Village City Hall Non-Emergency  503-823-3333  

Water & Sewer  503-667-6211 Emergencies  911 

Building Permits  503-667-6211 Gresham Fire Department:  

Other Services: General Info  503-618-2355 

Waste Management  503-249-8078 Emergencies  911 

Frontier  800-921-8101 Multnomah County  

PGE  503-228-6322 Animal Control  503-248-3066 

Power outages  503-464-7777  Reynolds School District  503-661-7200 

Streetlight outages  503-736-5710  East Metro Mediation  503-618-3247 

NW Natural  503-226-4212 Multnomah County Commissioners: 

Abandoned Vehicles  503-823-3333 Jeff Cogan, County Chair  503 988-3308 

DEQ Burning Info  503-618-3083 Diane McKeel, District 4  503 988-5213 
 

 
25% RETIRED RATE DISCOUNT: 

If everyone living in your household is retired, and you are directly billed by the city, you 
may be eligible for the discounted base sewer and water rate fees.  For more detailed 
information and to acquire the application, please see the City’s website or call 503-667-
6211. 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 

Wood Village 2013-14 Budget 

Multnomah County Road Work 

Citizen Academy 

Gardening 

Community Banners 

Urban Renewal Agency 

National Security Conference 

Children at Play Signs 

Coyotes 

Clean-up Day Recap 

Wood Village Website 

Water Conservation 

230th/231st Connector 

Arboretum 
 

City Council Meetings: 

July 23rd     6:00 PM 

 


