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2010  

The Year in Review 
 

By: Mayor Dave Fuller 
 

We are at the end of another year. 
Our nation is still in the throes of 
the worst economic conditions since 
the great depression. In November, 
it seems we witnessed a revolt by 
the voters telling the government to 
quit spending, forget socialism, and 
get on with changes that will allow 
the private sector to create the 
millions of jobs  needed to get our 
country back on the track its 
followed for the last 234 years  
 

Wood Village has, for the last 10 
years, operated with a fiscally 
conservative motivation that has let 
us make our way through the last 
couple of years in good shape.  
The City Council and Budget 
Committee are keeping a watchful 
eye on our operation going  
forward as we look for the local 
economy to pick up. 
 

 
City Hall Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 

 

We have made some marked 
accomplishments in 2010. We 
started in February with the 
dedication of a renovated City Hall. 
For years there have been advocates 
for building a New City Hall. I’ve 
always believed government should 
have nice, but not ostentatious 
facilities, that provide a positive 
image and allows city staff to 
efficiently provide the services to 
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the community. Our renovated 
City Hall meets that criteria and 
came in at a cost that was well 
less than 10% of a new building 
– our thanks to the architect, 
Steve Winsted, and Randy 
Jones, our Public Works 
Director, who were key people 
in the success of this project. 
The renovated City Hall should 
last for at least the next 20 years. 
 

Our city park has also received a 
major face lift with revitalized 
paths, a cleaned-up Arata Creek, 
and a learning center for school 
kids who come to see a true 
natural habitat within the urban 
area.  We accomplished this 
through a $293,000 grant from 
Metro as part of a bond issue 
passed by the voters a couple 
years ago. 

 
New Learning Center at the Donald 

Roberston City Park 
 

We completed a renovation of 
the water reservoir on the 238th 
hill offering increased capacity 
and earthquake protection. The 
last key section of the sewer has 
been completed between Arata 
Road, through the Church 
property, on to north of Halsey. 
Thanks to members of Public 
Works for getting a tough job 
completed.  
 

For the seventh year in a row, 
Wood Village has received a 
Certificate of Achievement for 

Excellence in Financial Reporting 
kudos to Financ
Minter, and her staff.
 

Other awards received this year 
include the “GREAT Business 
Award” for our environmental 
sustainability practices
Gold Safety Award, our 21
row. We’ve gone 21
any lost work days 
injuries. 
 

This past year, the City Council 
passed an Ordinance establishing an 
Urban Renewal 
the planning and financing of future 
renovation of some of the older 
areas of the city.
 

We conducted several successful 
city events including: 

 

The Easter Egg Hunt

estimated crowd of 1800 on a cold 

Saturday morning in April to watch 

the Easter Bunny arrive by 

Helicopter. 

with 6000 Easter eggs, 600 Easter 

baskets, over 400 pounds of candy 

and 400 prizes.  

primary co

providing the baskets, prizes and 

financial support. Our thanks to 

Councilors Tim Clark and Mark 
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Excellence in Financial Reporting – 
kudos to Finance Director, Peggy 
Minter, and her staff. 

Other awards received this year 
include the “GREAT Business 

for our environmental and 
sustainability practices, and the 
Gold Safety Award, our 21st in a 

We’ve gone 21 years without 
any lost work days for on the job 

This past year, the City Council 
passed an Ordinance establishing an 
Urban Renewal District to help in 
the planning and financing of future 
renovation of some of the older 
areas of the city. 

We conducted several successful 
vents including:  

 
Easter Egg Hunt 

The Easter Egg Hunt drew an 

estimated crowd of 1800 on a cold 

Saturday morning in April to watch 

the Easter Bunny arrive by 

Helicopter.  The kids were greeted 

with 6000 Easter eggs, 600 Easter 

baskets, over 400 pounds of candy 

and 400 prizes.  Walmart was the 

primary co-sponsor of this event 

providing the baskets, prizes and 

financial support. Our thanks to 

Councilors Tim Clark and Mark 
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Clark, the many volunteers and 

other contributors.  

 

The “City Nite Out” was co-

sponsored by the Multnomah 

County Sheriff’s Office, Wood 

Village Baptist Church, and 

Frontier Communications. It started 

with our 3rd annual Emergency 

Vehicle Parade.  Activities included 

law enforcement demonstrations by 

the SWAT team, Police dogs, bomb 

squad, and an opportunity to 

experience a realistic police crisis in 

the “Shoot-Don’t Shoot” 

simulation. Other activities included 

martial arts demonstrations, and 

wood building kits provided by 

Lowe’s for kids to “Build 

Something Together.” We enjoyed 

great music, food and drink, pony 

rides, bouncy toys, and much more 

– ALL free!  An estimated 2,000 

people participated in the event. We 

had donations from numerous 

individuals and many local 

businesses, scores of door prizes, 

and lots of volunteers, who I thank 

for their participation. Some special 

people to recognize include Pastor 

Bill Ehmann and his congregation, 

Captain Jason Gates, and Councilor 

Tim Clark. 

 

End of Summer Oktoberfest This 
relatively new event, attended by 
several hundred people, is still 
trying to get an identity. This year 
we added an Oktoberfest with food 
and drink provided by Yazzi’s 
restaurant. There was good music, 
exciting bouncy toys, pony rides, 
and a rock wall for the kids. 
Comcast was the primary co-
sponsor of the event. Thanks to all 
who volunteered and donated to this 
event with special thanks to Council 
President Pat Smith and Councilor 
Stan Dirks. 
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Christmas Tree Lighting 
In cooperation with the Wood 
Village Town Center and the 
West Columbia Gorge Chamber 
of Commerce, the first ever 
Wood Village Christmas Tree 
Lighting Ceremony was Sunday, 
December 5th at the Wood 
Village Town Center. Santa and 
Mrs. Claus handed out candy 
canes to the sounds of Christmas 
Carols sung by the Vivace 
Fireside Carolers.  We hope this 
will become an annual event.  
 

 
Vivace Fireside Carolers 

 

The 6th Annual Sheriff’s 
“Citizens Police Academy” 30 
lucky people participated in this 
program where they learned 
about law enforcement and the 
tools used to keep us safe. 
Participants got an opportunity 
to do a ride along with a deputy, 
go for a ride on the Sheriff’s 
boat, visit a jail, and participate 
in the simulation of “Shoot-
Don’t -Shoot.” If you didn’t 
attend this year, I suggest you 
sign up early for next year. 
 

The City Council, I think, joins 
me in believing these events are 
important to give identity to our 
City and to build a stronger 
community. They provide 
quality, family-oriented 
activities at no cost to the 
residents. A special “thanks” is 
due to Dana Fuller who has been 
planning and coordinating these 
events for the past five years and 
is largely responsible for their 
success. 
 

As the year draws to a close, we 
find we will lose some key 
people from the city staff.  

Chuck Rollins, who has been very 
involved 
Donald Robertson City Park
be leaving us in retirement. He will 
be missed. 
 

Sheila Ritz, our City Administrator, 
is retiring after 23 years to spend 
more time with her grandkids and 
to pursue other areas of interest. 
We wish 
future years.
 

2010 was a good year. As 
December comes to a close, I have 
completed ten years as Mayor of 
Wood Village and I want you to 
know it has been an honor and a 
privilege to serve my community. 
 

I wish all who make up our
community, both residents and 
businesses, a happy and prosperous 
2011 – and when the year ends, I 
hope you find yourself happier, 
healthier, and more prosperous than 
you are today. 
 

Dave Fuller,
Mayor 
 
 
 

 

City Administrator

After close to 35 years in public 
service, the last 23 1/2 years as 
Wood Village City Administrator, 
Sheila Ritz will be retiring on  
February 1, 2011.  When Sheila 
started her tenure with the City in 
1987, the community was low 
density suburban, and had f
public amenities or businesses.  
Although the boundaries of the 
have remained the same,
community has changed immensely.
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Chuck Rollins, who has been very 

 and concerned with the 
Donald Robertson City Park, will 
be leaving us in retirement. He will 
be missed.  

Sheila Ritz, our City Administrator, 
is retiring after 23 years to spend 
more time with her grandkids and 
to pursue other areas of interest. 
We wish her well and happiness in 
future years. 

2010 was a good year. As 
December comes to a close, I have 
completed ten years as Mayor of 
Wood Village and I want you to 
know it has been an honor and a 
privilege to serve my community.  

I wish all who make up our 
community, both residents and 
businesses, a happy and prosperous 

and when the year ends, I 
hope you find yourself happier, 
healthier, and more prosperous than 
you are today.  

Dave Fuller, 

Sheila Ritz 

City Administrator 
 

After close to 35 years in public 
service, the last 23 1/2 years as 
Wood Village City Administrator, 
Sheila Ritz will be retiring on  
February 1, 2011.  When Sheila 
started her tenure with the City in 
1987, the community was low 
density suburban, and had few 
public amenities or businesses.  
Although the boundaries of the City 

remained the same, the 
community has changed immensely. 

 
Sheila Ritz 
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The City now has a large variety of 
small industrial businesses, a robust 
commercial sector, a near 85% 
build-out of public infrastructure, 
and significant improvements at the  
Donald L. Robertson Park.  She has 
fond memories of starting the 
Community Pride Award program, 
acquiring additional acreage for the 
City Park, developing landscaping 
standards and remodeling City Hall.  
During her tenure the City received 
numerous awards including the 
Business Development Award from 
the Oregon Economic Development 
Department, an award from the 
Oregon Downtown Development 
Association for the 238th Gateway 
Project, and an award from the 
International City Management 
Association for Council-Manager 
Form of Government Recognition. 
A July 2010 poll asked residents to 
rate the quality of life in Wood 
Village, and 74.4% of respondents 
answered either “Excellent” or 
“Good.”  This result is a testament 
to the hard work of the City under 
the leadership of Sheila Ritz. 

 

Thank you Sheila for your service 

to Wood Village! 

 
 
======================= 
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 Annual Citizen’s Police 

Academy 
30 Graduate in Class of 2010 

 
On September 8th, 2010 Wood 
Village Mayor Dave Fuller, 
Multnomah County Sheriff Dan 
Staton, members of the MCSO 
Command staff and Detective 
James Eriksen welcomed 30 
students to the 6th Annual Citizen’s 
Police Academy.  In his remarks, 
Mayor Fuller stated “I am pleased 
that the relationship built between 
the City and the Sheriff’s Office has 
resulted in the privilege of hosting 
the Citizen’s Police Academy for 
the past 6 years.  I believe the 
MCSO is the finest law 
enforcement agency in the state; 
which is reflected in this kind of 
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community involvement and 
proactive policing.   In the 
coming weeks, you should 
become familiar with the quality 
and extent of tools, programs 
and arsenal available to the 
Sheriff’s Deputies in the 
performance of their duties.” 
 
 
The 12 week program, designed 
by Detective James Eriksen, 
provided participants with a 
working knowledge of the 
operations and functions of the 
Multnomah County Sheriff’s 
Office.  At the end of the 
academy, students have a much 
greater understanding and 
appreciation of the various units 
of the MCSO, their successes 
and challenges. 
 
The units covered in this year’s 
academy included:  

• Forensic Artist (sketch and 
facial reconstruction 

• Crime Scene Investigations  

• Special Investigations Unit  

• Drug and Tracking Dog 
Demonstrations 

• East County Gang Task Force 

• SWAT Team 

• Dive Team 

• “Drugs to Mugs”©  

• Taser Training  

• Search and Rescue 

• Human Trafficking 

• Child Exploitation 
 
Field trips: 

• Ride with River Patrol 

• Tour of Inverness Jail 

• Ride along with a patrol 
Deputy 

• Range 3000 “Shoot/Don’t 
Shoot” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Deputy Chris Gay and tracking K9 

Lago waitng for a command

 
Below are comments from 
Graduates:

•  “Outstanding presentations. 

Many thanks to Deputy Johnny 

Ahn. My ride along was 

informative and exciting. He 

patiently answered all my 

questions. Lt. Mary Lindstrand 

came with us to our jail tour. 

She was very entertaining.”

• “It was Awesome! Way beyond 

my expectations. Great job!”

•  “I am going to try to do 

voluntee

told Vivian Feldman that 

previously I supported law 

enforcement 100% now it’s 

bumped up to 150%. Thank you 

so much.  You all went to a lot 

of work for this program. You 

guys are great!! 

• “Just keep doing what you’re 

doing and keep 

safe.”

• “I was

interesting and disturbing’ and 

it was

do, but am troubled by the 

limitations and lack of 

resources in combating crimes 

like human trafficking, gangs, 

internet 

• The class far exceeded my 

expectations.  Well done. Very 

informative. Thank you!”

 
These comments tell the story of 
why the Citizen’s Police Academy 
is a valuable tool in educating 
citizens and raising their awareness 
of what 
communit
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Deputy Chris Gay and tracking K9 

Lago waitng for a command 
 

Below are comments from 2010 
Graduates:   

“Outstanding presentations. 

Many thanks to Deputy Johnny 

. My ride along was 

informative and exciting. He 

patiently answered all my 

questions. Lt. Mary Lindstrand 

came with us to our jail tour. 

She was very entertaining.” 

“It was Awesome! Way beyond 

my expectations. Great job!” 

“I am going to try to do 

volunteer work (for MCSO). I 

told Vivian Feldman that 

previously I supported law 

enforcement 100% now it’s 

bumped up to 150%. Thank you 

so much.  You all went to a lot 

of work for this program. You 

guys are great!! ☺” 

“Just keep doing what you’re 

doing and keep our community 

safe.” 

I was told it would be ‘fun, 

interesting and disturbing’ and 

it was!  I’m glad for what they 

do, but am troubled by the 

limitations and lack of 

resources in combating crimes 

like human trafficking, gangs, 

internet crime and drugs.” 

e class far exceeded my 

expectations.  Well done. Very 

informative. Thank you!” 

These comments tell the story of 
why the Citizen’s Police Academy 
is a valuable tool in educating 
citizens and raising their awareness 

at it takes to keep our 
nities safe.  This type of 
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proactive policing and community 
interaction results in relationships 
built between the Deputies and 
citizens and seems to be unique to 
the MCSO.  In six years, 
approximately 120 Academy 
graduates have been equipped with 
greater knowledge, heightened 
awareness and are better able to 
protect themselves and their 
families.   
 
The 7th Annual Citizen’s Police 
Academy will likely begin in 
September of 2011.  Be sure to 
watch The Village News or the 
City’s webpage for more 
information.  
(www.ci.wood-village.or.us) 
 
Special thanks to Detective James 

Eriksen for his extra efforts to plan 

and coordinate this valuable class! 

 

 

====================== 

Public Works 
The Unsung Heroes of  

Wood Village 
 
The Public Works Department 
provides some of the most 
important public services of any 
community. Unfortunately, the only 
way most people realize their 
necessity is when something goes 
wrong; which is very rare in Wood 
Village. 
 
As long as the streets are 
maintained without potholes, parks 
are kept up in good condition, 
water, and sewer are not a problem, 
and garbage or debris is not littering 
the neighborhood, most citizens 
have little reason to know who does 
the work or how it gets done. Public 
Works quietly goes about their 
business making their community a 
better place to live, work and play. 

 

2010 has been a very busy year for 
Public Works. In addition to their 
regular duties of operating and 
maintaining local streets, drainage 
systems, street signs, right-of-ways, 

 The Village News
parks and facilities, water 
treatment and distribution, 
sanitary sewer maintenance, and 
maintenance of City vehicles 
and equipment, a partial list of 
the special projects completed 
this year is listed below: 

• Donald L. Robertson Park 
projects 

• Constructed an 
Environmental Learning 
Center 

• Park Trail enhancement 

• Wetland Enhancement  

• Reinstalled the Kay 
Powers Memorial 

• Repaired electrical 
power problems in the 
Park  

• The park restroom 
received upgraded 
electrical outlets to 
better support events 

• Completed the City Hall 
remodel project 

• Completed construction of the 
Sandy Boulevard sewage 
pump station 

• Created a Hazard Mitigation 
Plan 

• Created an Emergency 
Response Plan 

• TreeHill infiltration cast in 
place piping 

• Arata to Halsey sewer line 
replacement 

• Manhole lining 

• Reservoir cleaning and 
inspection 

• Community Garden support 

• Sidewalk panel repairs 

• New sidewalks on Halsey 
from Birch Avenue to 244th 
and added parking spaces in 
front of the Park 

• Storm water filtration vault on 
Halsey 

• All 7 critical facilities now 
have backup generator power. 

• Updated work zone traffic 
control signs to current 
standards with enough to 
cover every incident that could 
occur 

• Completed new landscape island 
at City Hall

• Testing and valve replacement 
work completed
feasibility of providing pressure 
to the upper zone from Well #4

• Installed a new generator and 
transfer switch at the Shea pump 
station 

• Installed new transfer switch at 
the operations building to
power from the portable 

• Updated the portable generator

• A decontamination shower was 
installed at the operations 
building

• Both City 
removed, 

• All sewer laterals have been
viewed and assessed for

• The Cedar Lane storm water 
pollution control vault has been 
designed

• Bridge St. 
monitor

• New signs placed fo
Pride Award winners

• PW Construct
been updated

• City-wide storm
facilities are being 
 

The Public Works Department 
strives to continuously improve the 
quality of life for city residents 
through responsive, efficient, safe 
and effective delivery of 
services to every neighborhood and 
by reflecting a “can
with our citizens.  
 
 

 
Construction of the Arata new 
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Completed new landscape island 
at City Hall 

esting and valve replacement 
work completed to determine the 
feasibility of providing pressure 
to the upper zone from Well #4 

Installed a new generator and 
transfer switch at the Shea pump 

 

Installed new transfer switch at 
the operations building to receive 
power from the portable generator 

Updated the portable generator 

A decontamination shower was 
installed at the operations 
building 

City entrance signs were 
removed, repaired and reinstalled 

sewer laterals have been 
viewed and assessed for repair 

The Cedar Lane storm water 
pollution control vault has been 
designed 

Bridge St. sewer trunk line flow 
monitoring was installed 

New signs placed for Community 
Pride Award winners 

PW Construction standards have 
been updated 

wide storm water detention 
facilities are being modernized 

The Public Works Department 
strives to continuously improve the 
quality of life for city residents 
through responsive, efficient, safe 
and effective delivery of essential 
services to every neighborhood and 
by reflecting a “can-do” attitude 
with our citizens.   

 

Construction of the Arata new 

Arata Sewerline 
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Chuck Retires After 15 Years 
“He put the ‘wood’ back in Wood 

Village” 
 

Chuck Rollins, will be retiring from 
public service in February 2011.  
He is most known for his 
stewardship of the Donald L. 
Robertson Park, which has 
blossomed to be one of the most 
used regional parks in East County. 

 
He reminisces about the good times 
he has had working for the City and 
fondly recalls the several SOLV and 
other projects with community 
volunteers.  “Working with students 
has been the most gratifying,” says 
Chuck.  “Kids are our future, and 
they should learn the basics of 
giving back to the community and 
there is no better way to do this than 
to take care of nature and plant 
trees.”  He is credited with planting 
over 1,000 trees in Wood Village 
and played a key role in rescuing a 
Spanish Fir, the largest in Oregon 
and perhaps the oldest Spanish Fir 
in the nation. 
 
Please join us in thanking Chuck 
Rollins for his fifteen years of 
serving our community.  There will 
be a public reception for Chuck on 
Tuesday, February 1, at City Hall, 
from 2-4 pm, and the public is 
invited.  Chuck Rollins, he helped 
put the “wood” back in Wood 
Village.   
 
 
 

 
Chuck teaching kids about trees 

 
 
 

 

 The Village News
 

Utility Payment Reminders: 
 

There is a payment drop box on 
the south side of City Hall, 
across from the flagpole.  
Payments can be placed in the 
box when City Hall is closed.   
 
Payments can also be made 
online through the City’s 
webpage at www.ci.wood-
village.or.us  
 
In the upper right corner you 
will see a link that reads “Click 
to Make a Payment”.  From 
there you can choose “Utility 
Payment”; “Building Permits”; 
or “Business License and Other 
Payments.”  Follow the 
instructions from there. 
 
Please note there is a small fee 
for using this 3rd party service.  
The cost is $3.50 or 3.25% of the 
total, whichever is greater.  The 
Utility Billing Clerk receives an 
email notification immediately 
when an online payment is 
received. 
 
Automatic payments sent from 
your bank may take multiple 
days to reach the city for 
processing. Please check with 
your bank for more information.  
All payments are processed 
immediately upon receipt.   
 
 
======================= 

Council Election Results 

2011 Oath of Office 
 
The votes have been tallied and  
the results are in.  Incumbent 
Councilors Stanley Dirks and 
Mark Clark were reelected to 
serve on the City Council.  The 
Council is elected by the citizens 
of the City and serve for four 
years.  The Mayor is elected by 
the Council.   
 

The Councilors will take the Oath 
of Office at the regular City Council 
meeting on Tuesday, January 11
6pm.  Thank you 
join us for this special occasion.  

=======================

Congratulations!
 
Preston Polasek, Assistant to the 
City Administrator, will be leaving 
the City by the end of December to 
accept an appointment as City 
Administrator for Lafayett
Oregon.  The City thanks Preston 
for his service over the last two and 
a half years and congratulates him 
on his new job.
 
 
 

++++++++++++++++++++
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The Councilors will take the Oath 
of Office at the regular City Council 
meeting on Tuesday, January 11th at 
6pm.  Thank you voting, and please 
join us for this special occasion.   
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Congratulations! 

Preston Polasek, Assistant to the 
City Administrator, will be leaving 
the City by the end of December to 
accept an appointment as City 
Administrator for Lafayette, 
Oregon.  The City thanks Preston 
for his service over the last two and 
a half years and congratulates him 
on his new job. 

++++++++++++++++++++ 
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City Council 

 

David M. Fuller, Mayor 
Patricia Smith, President 
Mark S. Clark 
Stanley Dirks 
Timothy Clark 
 

City Councilors are volunteers who do 
not keep regular office hours but 
messages can be left at City Hall at 503-
667-6211.  
 
Regular Council meetings are normally 
held on the second Tuesday of each 
month at 6:00 p.m.  The next regular 
Council Meeting will be 6:00pm, 
Tuesday, January 11

th
, 2011 

 
 

 

Planning Commission 
Design Review Board 

 
Planning Commission/Design Review 
Board meetings are normally held the 
last Monday of each month at 6:00 p.m.  
 
All meeting agendas are available at City 
Hall and on the City’s website. 
 
City Services 
 
Water & Sewer:  Wood Village City Hall: 
503-667-6211 
 
Building Permits: Wood Village City 
Hall: 503-667-6211 
 
Trash & Recycling:  
Waste Management: 503-249-8078 
 
Phone: Frontier – 1-800-483-4000 
 
Electric: PGE – 503-228-6322 
503-464-7777 (power outages) 
503-570-4422 (streetlight outages) 
 
Gas: NW Natural: 503-226-4212 
 
 

Abandoned Vehicles  
503-823-3333 (non-emergency 
number for Sheriff’s Office) 
 
DEQ Burning Information: 
503-618-3083 
 
Multnomah County Sheriff:  
503-823-3333 (non-emergency) 
9-1-1 (emergencies) 
 
Gresham Fire Department:  
503-618-2355 (general information) 
9-1-1 (emergencies) 
 
Multnomah County Animal Control: 
503-248-3066 
 
Reynolds School District: 
503-661-7200 
 
East Metro Mediation: 
503-618-3247 
 
Multnomah County Commissioners: 
Jeff Cogan, County Chair 
(503) 988-3308 
 
Diane McKeel, District 4 
(503) 988-5213 
 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Call 503-667-6211 for more information 

 


