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Metro Recycling
WWW.oregonmetro.gov
503-234-3000

Oregon Department of Environmental
Quality
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800-452-4011

Please contact City Hall if you have any
questions or concerns. We are happy to
assist you.
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City@ci.Wood-Village.or.us
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Pollution Prevention Information

What is the storm sewer system?
The storm sewer system is more than
just storm drains. It includes roads,
storm sewers, gutters, curbs, inlets,
piped storm drains, pumping facilities,
retention and detention ponds, swales,
ditches, streams, rivers, lakes and any
natural or and human-made channels
that carry stormwater runoff.

REMEMBER...Stormwater runoff

flows directly to our streams. It does
not go to a treatment plant! Anything
put into the Storm sewer, goes directly
into our creeks and eventually the
rivers

How can stormwater pollution be
Prevented?

There are many activities that we
participate in everyday that can
contribute to stormwater pollution. Here
are some of those activities and some
tips on how they can be done to
minimize stormwater pollution:

* Automobile care. Always use a drip
pan when performing oil changes
outdoors. If you spill motor oil or other
fluids, don’t hose the spill into the gutter
or street. Instead, spread an absorbent to
absorb the spill, then sweep it up and
dispose of properly. Never dump motor
oil, antifreeze, or any other chemicals
down the storm drain. One quart of oil
can contaminate 250,000 gallons of
water!

* Household painting. Brushes used
with water-based (latex) paint should be
rinsed in the sink. If you have a small
amount of paint left in the can, put some
absorbent material in the can, and let the
paint dry out completely, then put it in
the trash. Some paints and solvents
contain harmful chemicals and are a
threat to aquatic life if they are allowed
into the storm sewer system.

Storm
Drain,

in the Stormwater system go
ctly into Arata Creek

e Lawn and Garden. Lawn care,
landscaping, and pest control can be major
contributors to  stormwater  pollution.
Fertilizers, herbicides, and pesticides can
run off your lawn into the storm sewer and
then to local streams where pollutants can
harm or kill aquatic life. Avoid excessive
watering and application of chemicals to
your lawn or garden to minimize the
amount of these substances entering local
rivers and streams.

TIP: Sweep up grass clippings and leaves
before they enter a storm drain. Nutrients
and other chemicals can leach from yard
waste and enter our streams. Yard waste
can also clog drains and cause flooding.

* Household Waste. Almost every
household product that is typically kept out
of the reach of children is hazardous. Never
pour these products down the storm drain
because they can be toxic to the
environment. Some common household
hazardous products include: air freshener,
bleach, drain cleaners, furniture polish,
hand cleaners, linoleum floor cleaners,
metal polishes, toilet bowl cleaners,
window cleaners.
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