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STEVE LEHL RETIRES AFTER  

17 YRS OF DEDICATED SERVICE 
 

Steve Lehl has been the active face of the Wood Village public works crew since he 
came to work in Wood Village in 1995.  Originally a summer hire on a 
temporary basis, Steve quickly proved his worth to all the officials in Wood 
Village, and within a month was hired as a utility worker for our City.  In his 
seventeen years of service to our residents, Steve earned a reputation for 
completing work, being organized and efficient, and for his willingness to 
take on tasks.  From the daily routines of running a water system and keeping 
sewer lift stations running and clean, to operating the plow when the weather 
turned to ice and snow, Steve was a valued employee. 
 
Steve retired from service with Wood Village in August of 2012, but his 
spirit will be with our public works operations for decades.  Coming to the 
City from operating his own solid waste collection and disposal business (and 
retiring for a period), Steve brought a great work ethic and dedication along with a 
willingness to learn.  Steve achieved certifications as a cross connection specialist, 
wastewater collection system operator (Grade 2), Grade 2 water system 

operations certification, and received 
emergency management first responder 

training.  Before retiring, Steve was our 
designated operator in charge of the water 
system and had achieved a Utility Worker III job 
classification. 
 
Steve accomplished a great deal for our City, from working with 
developers and installers of water system improvements to mapping 
every valve location in the water system and developing system 
protocols.  Steve helped create the Wood Village we have today.  
His knowledge of our water system, drainage system, sewer 
system, and every other part of our local government is invaluable, 
and his contributions to Wood Village have been great. 
 
Steve Lehl is a special person that gave a great deal to our 

community and to the employees here at City Hall. Steve was 
always willing to lend a hand and share his problem solving skills.  His mild 

manner and good sense of humor will be missed.   
 

We wish him a wonderful retirement! 
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Wood Village WelcomesWood Village WelcomesWood Village WelcomesWood Village Welcomes    

New Public Works DirectorNew Public Works DirectorNew Public Works DirectorNew Public Works Director    
 
Mark Gunter is our new Public Works Director, replacing Randy 
Jones who recently retired.  Mark comes to the City with a 
diverse background.  He has an extensive background in 
municipal utilities, working as a wastewater treatment plant 
operator, an industrial pretreatment coordinator, engineering 
technician, interim City Manager, and a Public Works 
Director.  Mark has experience in the private sector as well, 
functioning as the environmental health and safety 
coordinator and emergency manager for Hewlett-Packard.  
Mark’s background also includes time in the U.S. Army.  
Mark’s volunteer service activities include serving as an 
elected official on a school board, along with service to Boy 
Scouts, Boys and Girls Club, Little League, AYSO soccer, 
and the school Booster Club. 
 
Mark has Grade 3 certifications in wastewater treatment and wastewater collection from the Oregon 
Department of Environmental Quality, as well as Grade 3 water treatment and Grade 2 water distribution 
certifications from the Oregon Department of Health.  Combined with these certifications, Mark has 
emergency management training certifications from FEMA. 
 
Mark was born in Eastern Washington and raised on a ranch.  Mark stated, “I was taught many of the 
values that I still live by today; a strong sense of God, family, patriotism, and service to others, self-
reliance, stewardship and a strong dose of common sense. I had great parents and I'm proud to say that I 
am their son.”  Mark is married and has four children and three grandchildren.  Referring to his wife as 
“the love of my life, the mother of my children and my best friend”, Mark and his family have relocated 
to our region and began work with our City on September 4, 2012.   
 
We hope you take an opportunity to drop by City Hall and say ‘Hi’ to Mark over the days and weeks 
ahead.  We believe he will be a great addition to Wood Village, and help us continue to improve our 
service to our residents.  

 

The City of Wood Village will be starting a great new program this January.  Brush Up 
Wood Village was established to help lower income homeowners repaint and beautify their 
homes.  This year’s program is aimed at improving homes in the Original Village for those 
residents that are disabled, or over 60 years of age.  Full program details including eligibility 
requirements and how to volunteer will be announced in the January Village News.   
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The City’s first project funded by the new transportation utility fee was completed in October of this year.  
We began our work as recommended by the maintenance professionals, with the sealing of the cracks in 
our roadways.  Like the roof of your home, cracks in streets allow water to penetrate the road and can 

destroy the road base.  In asphalt streets, the asphalt is a 
flexible surface that reflects the base of the road, if the base 
fails, the asphalt will fail. 
 
First sealing the cracks in the roadways and then removing the 
areas where damage had already been done to the base allowed 
the roadways to be in as good a condition as possible for a new 
surface treatment.  We chose a slurry seal with mineral content 
to provide a wearing course for the roadways.  This type of 
treatment provides protection to the asphalt, rejuvenates the 
asphalt surface, 
and protects the 

asphalt from oxidation and aggregate separation.  This is a 
relatively inexpensive treatment (compared to other 
alternatives) but is not a structural roadway improvement.  
We will still need to plan for the overlay of our roadways in 5 
to 10 years to provide for their structural integrity.  In the 
meantime, the combination of crack sealing and slurry will 
give our roadways an opportunity to extend their useful lives. 
 
We were able to complete work on one block of 236th and one 
block of 237th avenues along with the roadways in the original 
village east of 238th Drive.  Planning for work next year to 
provide similar improvements on other Wood Village roads is underway.  We will take the steps 
necessary to make sure the public investment in the roadways are protected and preserved as well as 
possible. 
 
On behalf of the local government, we want to express our thanks to the many residents who dealt with 
the inconvenience of this process.  Parking had to be limited or eliminated to allow access to the roadways 

for crack sealing and for the slurry.  This type of slurry 
seal takes 5 or more hours to completely cure, and traffic 
was not permitted on the roadways while the slurry cured 
in place.  While we had several residents that were not 
able to avoid driving on the surface before it was cured, 
we were able to make repairs on the damages and the 
overall outcome appears to be what we were seeking.  We 
will now find out a great deal more about the 
performance of these investments as we watch over time. 
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Save Time & Money!Save Time & Money!Save Time & Money!Save Time & Money! 
DIRECT UTILITY PAYMENT IS HERE 

IT SAVES YOU TIME:IT SAVES YOU TIME:IT SAVES YOU TIME:IT SAVES YOU TIME: 

$ Your statement comes right to your email 

inbox 

$ No slow postal delivery  

$ Your exact amount deducted on the 15th 

$ No misplaced paper invoice 

$ No rearranging your schedule to get here 

to pay cash  

$ No more check writing 

 

Did you know if you pay via your bank’s 

website it still generates a paper check that 

can take up to a week to get here?  
 

IT SAVES YOU MONEY:IT SAVES YOU MONEY:IT SAVES YOU MONEY:IT SAVES YOU MONEY:    

$ Never be late again - just have the money 
available on the 15th 

$ No cost for this service 
$ No check, or stamp expense 
$ No third party credit card costs 

 

Sign up now - the form is on our website, or 
here at City Hall, or we can even mail one to you 
if you like.  The payment will be withdrawn 
directly from your bank by our bank via a secure 
electronic transaction.

 

A CALL FOR  

You can make a difference.  
Your thoughts, ideas and 
passion can help shape the 
very City in which you and 
almost 4,000 other people 
live.  The City has several 
volunteer committees that oversee things such as 
planning, the park system, and even the entire 
City budget.  Unlike larger cities or 
organizations where your voice or thoughts may 
not be heard, Wood Village’s small town 
atmosphere means you can have a direct impact 
on not only the daily service needs of the City, 
but also the long term vision and goals.  If you 
want to make a difference in the City, and help 
shape our future, please consider 
volunteering on one of the committees 
listed below. 
 

BUDGET COMMITTEE  
The Budget Committee is 
responsible for reviewing and 
approving the annual City 
budget.  This includes the 
revenues, and the total maximum expenditures 
for each fund.  The Committee typically meets 
twice a year in April or May.  The overall time 
commitment for a Budget Committee member is 
typically about 12 hours per year.  That includes 
attending the meetings, and reviewing the budget 

information.  If you are looking for a way 
to make a contribution and help shape the 
City, but do not have a lot of time, this 
committee just might be for you.    

 
PARKS COMMISSION  
The Parks Commission generally meets about 
once every other month for a couple of hours.  
The meetings are in the evening starting at 6pm.  
Topics include park features, projects, fees and 
the long term needs of the park system.  Recent 
achievements of the commission include 
updating the Parks Master Plan, authorizing the 
construction of a gazebo, and recommending a 
new fee schedule to make it easier for more 
people to rent the park facilities for parties, 
reunions and sporting events.  There are several 

openings on the Parks Commission so if 
you love the park, or want to see 

changes to the park, this 
Commission is for you.   

 
How to Sign Up 
If you are interested in 
volunteering on either 
committee, stop by City 

Hall to pick up an application, or download the 
application from our website.  The City Council 
appoints members to each committee based on 
their application and a brief interview.   
 
Remember, you can make a difference today! 
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The West Columbia Gorge Rotary Club, with volunteers from the City Council and Staff all worked side 
by side to get the roof on the new gazebo at Donald L. Robertson City Park.  In the photograph below, the 
team is actively placing the roof sections on the base frame for the structure.  The spirit of the day was 
wonderful, with a feeling like being part of something special, a gazebo raising!  

 
The funding for the acquisition of the material for the 
Gazebo came from the Metro Parks Bond, with the 
City acquiring the package from a Canadian firm.  
Local area contractors constructed the concrete slab 
for the Gazebo, and completed the construction of the 
uprights and the sill plates for the structure, with the 
volunteers assembling the roof sections and placing 
the roofing. 
 
Volunteers on the project include Chuck Rhoads, 
Karen Schaaf, David Eatwell, Don Kenny, Linda 
Newmann, Carolyn 

Gray, Lorraine Westendorf, Michael Oswald, 
and Steve Jaggers from the West Columbia Gorge Rotary Club.  
Along with the Rotary Club, several City employees volunteered 
their time to help construct the gazebo, including Mark Gunter, 
Scott Sloan and Bill Peterson.  City Councilor Stanley Dirks 
also spent a great deal of time assisting in the construction 
work. 
 
The gazebo is physically located in the north eastern quadrant of 
the park, under well-established trees.  The City Council and the 
Parks Commission have initiated the plan to have a location in the 
park that can accommodate everything from weddings to small concerts.  
We hope this will be an asset in our City Park for generations. 

 

 

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, nearly 3.1 million workers in 
the US suffered a workplace injury in 2010.  4,609 workers in the US died 
on the job in 2011.  That’s about 13 people every day that never came 
back home from work.  You will be happy to know that the City works 
hard to ensure that all employees not only go home every night, but they 
go home uninjured.  For over 20 years in a row the City has received the 
prestigious Gold safety award for no time loss injuries.  While there were 
a few bumps and bruises, no employee had to take time off work, or 
spend time in a hospital because of a workplace injury.  Your elected 
officials and City staff take safety seriously, and provide all the necessary 
safety equipment and training to make sure that the staff that helps you 
can do so in a safe manner.   

Congratulations on another injury free year!! 
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The City of Wood Village needs your help!  We want to install banners throughout the community to help 
promote this great City, and grow our hometown pride.  The problem is we do not have any banner 
designs.  That is where you come in.  We know you’re a creative bunch, so we are holding a contest to 

design banners that will be hung throughout the City.  
 

Having trouble thinking of a banner design?  Here are some fun facts to get your 
creativity flowing: 
 

• Although not incorporated until 1951, Wood Village started in 1942 to house 

workers from the Reynolds Aluminum Factory during World War II 

 

• The City has a wonderful 20 acre park consisting of outdoor recreation 

activities as well as wildlife viewing areas and trials 

 

• Wood Village offers numerous shopping and dining options, and is home to 

over 120 businesses 

 
Remember, we are looking for bold, clear graphics and text that are legible to pedestrians, 

cyclists, and motorists. The rules are simple, and there is no limit on how many entries you can enter.  All 
entries must be received by 4:30pm on December 21st.  Winning banner designs will be selected by the 
City Council in January.  As an added incentive, the winners will receive a great prize as well!  Please go 
to our webpage or stop by City Hall to get the official entry form, and to view the official contest rules.  

 

At the request of several regular park users and the recommendation of staff, the City has installed two 
“Bark Park” stations to provide plastic, bio-degradable bags and disposal facilities for pet owners to 
dispose of their four-legged friend’s waste.  We fondly call them the 
poo-lution solution. 
 
The City has located the stations at points where it’s hoped they 
will do the most good.  If they prove to be a success, two more 
will be purchased next summer and located up nearer the 
Hawthorne Avenue and Treehill / Cottonwood entrances to the 
park. 
 
Donald L. Robertson City Park is for all residents of Wood Village and 
the surrounding area.  Please consider your neighbors and other park users by 
keeping your pet on a leash and picking up after them.  The Donald L. Robertson City Park does not have 
any areas that are just for dogs, and there are no portions of the park where dogs are permitted to be “off 
leash”.  Our local laws require owners to keep their animals on a leash and pick up after the animals.  
Citizen cooperation is the best enforcement, and we hope these disposal stations will help. 
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During the fall months is a great time to prepare yourself, your home, and your car for the 
upcoming winter months.  When winter temperatures drop significantly below normal, staying warm and 
safe can become a challenge.  Extremely cold temperatures often accompany a winter storm, so you may 
have to cope with power failures and icy roads.  Although staying indoors as much as possible can help 
reduce the risk of car crashes and falls on the ice, you may also face indoor hazards.  Many homes will be 
too cold—either due to a power failure or because the heating 
system isn't adequate for the weather.  When you must use a 
space heater and/or a fireplace to stay warm, the risk of 
household fires increases, as does the risk of carbon monoxide 
poisoning. Exposure to cold temperatures, whether indoors or 
outside, can cause other serious or life-threatening health 
problems.  Infants and the elderly are particularly at risk, but 
anyone can be affected.  To keep yourself and your family safe, 
you should know how to prevent cold-related health problems 
and what to do if a cold-weather health emergency arises.  
However, these checklists will help you to prepare for the upcoming months.  
 
Prepare Your Home for Winter 
 

� Insulate walls and attic.  
� Caulk and weather-strip doors and 

windows. 
� Insulate any water lines that run along 

outer walls (water will be less likely to 
freeze). 

� Have chimney and flue inspected. 
� Install easy-to-read outdoor thermometer. 
� Install a Carbon Monoxide detector  
� Turn off water to outside water faucets 
� Never place a space heater on top of 

furniture or near water 
� Use electric space heaters with 

• Automatic shut-off switches and 

• Non-glowing elements  
 

Prepare Your Car for Winter 

Keep your car fueled and in good working order. 

Be sure to check the following: 

� Antifreeze 
� Windshield wiper fluid 

(wintertime mixture) 
� Heater & Defroster 
� Brakes 
� Emergency flashers 
� Tires (air pressure and 

wear) 

� Battery 
� Carry an emergency bag  

• Extra warm clothes 

• Blanket 

• Emergency flares 

• Bright colored flag; help signs 

• First aid kit 

• Tool kit 

• Flashlight (and extra batteries)  

• Water 

• Snack food 
 

Emergency Phone Numbers and websites 
 

Portland General Electric - PGE 

Report a power outage or downed power-lines      

800-544-1795 or visit 

www.portlandgeneral.com/safety_outages/outages 
 

NW Natural Gas  

800-822-3377 

Report a Gas Leak or rotten egg 

smell      
 

Emergency Alerts and 

Information 

www.publicalerts.org 
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ADAPT-A-HOME 
 

Unlimited Choices® is a local community 

based, private, non-profit organization that 

assists homeowners, mobile home 

owners and renters. They have 

funds available in the cities 

of Fairview, Wood Village, 

Troutdale, and Corbett in 

Multnomah County for low 

to moderate income 

individuals and families. 
 

Their Adapt-A-Home® program provides 

people with physical disabilities the ability to 

retain their independence by making their 

residence accessible. Through this program they 

provide accessibility modifications such as 

wheelchair ramps, handrails, grab bars, roll-in 

showers, raised toilets, and widened doorways.  
 

The Adapt-A-Home® program is grant funded 

and available at no cost to their clients. If you 

could use their assistance, please call them at 

(503) 234-6167. They look forward to hearing 

from you! 

 

KEEP ‘EM LIT UP! 
 
As the days get shorter, the importance 
of the street lighting on our area 

roadways continues to increase.  Help 
us make sure all the lights we pay for 
are lighting up the roadways!  If you 
see a light that is not lit, or that is lit 
during daylight hours, please call PGE 
Lighting at 800-544-1795 or send an e-
mail to lightout@pgn.com and tell 
them exactly where the light is located.  
They will need to know the address, the 
closest cross street, and it really helps if 
you can look at the pole and get the 
pole number.   
 

 

If you cannot take the time to get the number off 
the pole, call City Hall at 503-667-6211 and tell 
us.  We will get the information from the pole 
and make sure PGE gets a request to repair the 
light.  We all pay for the lighting of our streets, 
please help make sure all the lights are working. 
 

CLEAN STREETS 
 

With the leaves of spring and summer on the 
ground, it’s a constant reminder that winter is 
quickly approaching.  As the leaves fall on your 
yard and driveway, please remember to either 
put them in your yard debris can, or the City’s 
free leaf drop off area at the Donald L. 

Robertson Park.  Please do not rake 
or place your leaves into the 

street.  This not only 
creates a hazardous 
driving surface, but it 
clogs the City’s storm 

sewer lines and catch 
basins which could flood.  

Not to mention it is a 
violation of City code.   

 

Speaking of City code violations, we are seeing 
an increase in the number of people parking on 
their lawn or landscaped areas of their yards.  
Parking is only allowed on paved or graveled 
surfaces.  Remember, the street is not a 
permanent storage area for any private property 
including your vehicle, trailer or even a 
basketball hoop.  Vehicles must be moved at 
least every 48 hours, and all other personal 
property is limited to 24 hours.   
 

While parking violations seem to be up, graffiti 
violations have been down.  Homeowners, 
businesses and volunteers have been doing a 
great job of removing graffiti almost as soon as it 
goes up.  This is in part because of the free 
graffiti removal kits that can be checked out 
from City Hall.  These kits contain all the 
materials needed to remove graffiti from most 
surfaces. You can learn more about these kits by 
visiting City Hall, or by going to our website.  
Remember, you can also report graffiti and other 
nuisances on our webpage as well.   
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211: Connecting People with Community Resources  

 

In 2004, national momentum behind a single, easy-to-remember phone number that would connect people to 

health and community services brought 211info to the Portland metro area.  211info provides information about 

community services for Oregon covering more than 80% of the state’s population. 
 

211info connects the people of Oregon with the community resources they need. 
 

Dial 211: Free, Confidential and Live 
 

211info receives more than 120,000 phone calls a year.  Similar to 911, 211 is available from 

most phones for free.  Callers gain an understanding of resource offerings that fit a full spectrum 

of needs.  Phone hours are Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm. 

  

Search the Community Information Database 
 

Their community information database gives the public access to the same comprehensive and 

up-to-date community resources their staff utilizes.  The searchable database contains 4,500 

programs across 1,200 areas of need.  And service providers are able to update their 

records online for better accuracy. 
  

Community Resource Blog 
 

Their blog is the go-to place for the latest health and social services news and events from across 

the region.  Geared toward service providers, they post in-depth analysis, breaking information, 

and useful ideas about navigating the variety of community resources. 

 

 

UTILITY BILL QUESTIONS                                     

 
 

                               

Amount Due - includes 
any past due amount 

 
Water Excess - Prior & 
current consumption 
amounts and the charge 
for amounts over 400 
cubic feet for the billing 
period 

 
Notes – Late Fee date, 
important notices 
including changes to 
billing, new programs, 
events, etc. 
 

 
Payment Due Date 

  
Flat Rate Charges- 
Water, Sewer & 
Street/Storm charges 
are monthly flat fees 

  
Additional 

Amounts 
Previous balance, 
payments made, past 
due amount, and 
adjustments 
(including late fees, 
credits, etc.) 
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CITY OF WOOD VILLAGE PAID BY STANDARD MAIL 

2055 NE 238
TH

 DRIVE               PERMIT #75 

WOOD VILLAGE, OR  97060-1095     WOOD VILLAGE 
           97060 
     ___________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tree Lighting Ceremony – November 30
th

 6:00 PM Wood Village City Hall 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Parks Commission and Budget Committee 

Call 503-667-6211 for more information 

City Services: Multnomah County Sheriff:  

Wood Village City Hall Non-Emergency  503-823-3333  

Water & Sewer  503-667-6211 Emergencies  911 

Building Permits  503-667-6211 Gresham Fire Department:  

Other Services: General Info  503-618-2355 

Waste Management  503-249-8078 Emergencies  911 

Frontier  800-921-8101 Multnomah County  

PGE  503-228-6322 Animal Control  503-248-3066 

Power outages  503-464-7777  Reynolds School District  503-661-7200 

Streetlight outages  503-736-5710  East Metro Mediation  503-618-3247 

NW Natural  503-226-4212 Multnomah County Commissioners: 

Abandoned Vehicles  503-823-3333 Jeff Cogan, County Chair  503 988-3308 

DEQ Burning Info  503-618-3083 Diane McKeel, District 4  503 988-5213 
 

 
25% RETIRED RATE DISCOUNT: 

If everyone living in your household is retired, and you are directly billed by the city, you 
may be eligible for the discounted base sewer and water rate fees.  For more detailed 
information and to acquire the application, please see the City’s website or call 503-667-
6211. 
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City Council Meetings: 

Nov 13th  6:00 PM 

Dec 11th  6:00 PM 

Planning Commission: 

Nov 19th  6:00 PM 


